Let this Diwali be a true celebration of light…. Choose a Diwali without fireworks 

HAPPY DIWALI WITHOUT CRACKERS 2008

Deepavali or Diwali is a festival of lights that depicts to drive away darkness that engulfs the light of knowledge, towards a bright future

During this festival (3 to 5 days), It has become a custom to enjoy Diwali through “Lighting Lamps” “Exchanging Sweets & Gifts” & "BURSTING FIRE CRACKERS".

First two are better way to enjoy, but what about the third one?? 
Diwali today means…

More ‘air, noise, water, land & social’ pollution due to use of lots of firecrackers. 

More patients for hospitals during & after the festival, more darkness rather than light.

More of street accidents causing injuries / deaths…..

Really bad news if there’s no wind and rain to lessen the effects of the smoke. 

Highly polluting nature of these firecrackers lead to a plethora of disease………

	Pollutants 
	Can lead to...

	Suspended Particulate Matter 
	Asthma, cancer, restrictive lung diseases, pneumoconiosis

	Respirable Particulate Matter
	Respiratory illness (chronic bronchitis and asthma), heart diseases 

	Sulpher Dioxide(SO2)
	Eye burning, headache, respiratory problems like pulmonary emphysema, cancer, heart diseases 

	Nitrous Oxides
	Lung irritation, chest tightness, viral infection, airway resistance 


Whereas the amount of hazardous chemicals out of these crackers is alarming! 

These hazardous chemicals environmental havoc in the city during this days.

Who is responsible for control & safe disposal?

Is it the Government? NGOs? Corporate community? Or it is Citizens in general? 

What is the impact of bursting Firecrackers on the environment??

1. Air Pollution: affecting health especially to diseased persons, aged people, children & pregnant women. 

2. Water & Land pollution: will pollute our resources rivers, lakes…

3. Increased Noise levels can cause deafness/stress to many.

4. It takes several weeks to bring back normal air quality.

5. Fire hazards causing heavy damages to life and property.

6. Social nuisance leading to community disharmony.

7. Child labor issues with this Industry. 

The indicators of depleting environmental quality are harmful gases in the atmosphere, degradation of land, global warming, ozone depletion, loss of species and habitat and air and water pollution.

Being responsible citizens:  Join hands with any environmental groups to reduce bursting crackers in the city and celebrate "HAPPY DIWALI WITHOUT CRAKERS". Don’t ever purchase crackers which amounts to environmental degradation like air, water, land & ground water pollution. Causes health hazards, inconvenience to asthma patients, infants, pregnant women and senior citizens. 

By not purchasing crackers we are doing humane service to society. 

So what you need to do?

· Children…. stop using firecrackers…instead demand your parents to buy toys, gifts, dress, & books in place of crackers.

· Parents & teachers…. urge your children/pupil not to use it...

· Employers... Discourage your staff from using firecrackers by any means… more importantly stop distributing crackers in the form of festival gifts.

· Television & other media... Don’t allow them to advertise on firecrackers... Rather bring awareness in support of preventing safe cracker usage... 

· Government... Discourage the sale, distribution & usage of Firecrackers.

· Common man... Use your common sense not to burst fire crackers and work towards sustenance of mother nature.

· If already purchased, "DONT USE IT, RATHER DAMPEN THE FUSES AND WE SHALL LOOK FOR ITS SAFE DISPOSAL"
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Visit the site www.stop-fireworks.org for more information.
LIVE & LET LIVE...... LET US SAVE GOOD ENVIRONS TO OUR FUTURE GENERATIONS! 

princekumarks@yahoo.com 

Please forward this message your friends to protect our city from pollution.




This Deepavali, 


Do you think you still need to burn me?








PAGE  
1
ISSUED IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

